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Abstract: 
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. The reason of inclusion of compounding 
of offences under Criminal Justice System is based upon the notion of minimizing litigation and 
promoting mediation among litigants. In this paper, the specific provisions of Code of Criminal 
procedure relating with compounding of offences have been discussed. The basic notion of 
compounding of offences has been defined. The kinds of pressures regarding compounding of 
offences, the judiciary has been facing and its response to them, have been analysed. The manner of 
composition and its effect has been summarized.  
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The main objective of criminal law is to protect the society against criminals and law abiding 
persons. The State has the duty to protect the rights of people and punish the criminals. For punishing 
criminals the State brought an action the criminal which is connoted as offender under the Criminal 
Justice System. Trial against an offender starts with the commencement of taking the cognizance of 
an offence by the magistrate. In certain cases the case is disposed of by compromise between the 
parties to the case i.e., offender as accused and the injured person as victim. These cases in terms of 
disposal come under the purview of compoundable cases.  
  The offences which directly affect the society or security of State are not permitted to be 
compounding. Also the crimes of grave nature must not be allowed to be the subject matter of 
compoundability. The paradox arises when the interest of victims of crime and interest of society in 
the conviction of offender clashes due to difference of opinion. Moreover, the court is over burdened 
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In criminal law compounding means forbearance from the prosecution as a result of 
compromise between the parties. The Calcutta High Court
2
 observed that “compounding of an 
offence signifies that the person against whom the offence has been committed has received some 
gratification not necessarily of a pecuniary character, to act as an inducement for his desiring to 
abstain from prosecution”. In compounding of an offence victims may receive compensation from the 
offender and condone the offensive conduct of accused. In this situation the code of criminal 
procedure provides a remedy to terminate the proceeding in respect of such type of offences. If the 
offence is compoundable the composition shall have the effect of acquittal. 
We know that crime is a public wrong which affects the society as a whole. For maintaining 
law and regulation State takes an action against the person who commits the wrong. Under certain 
circumstances it may be advisable to allow the compounding of offences and to drop the criminal 
proceeding if there is a settlement between the accused person and the victim of Crime.
3
 
Compounding is a settlement of differences between the accused person and injured party. There are 
certain offences which are not serious in nature for which the Code of Criminal Procedure consider 
that it is expedient to be decided by settlement between the parties. 
 There are two classes of compoundable cases one is compoundable without the permission of 
the court in which the code of criminal procedure empowers the accused and the person injured to 
compound independently and Second is compoundable only with the permission of the court in 
which cases parties cannot compound the case without the permission of the court.  
Crime is a wrong against the society and the State. Section 2(n) of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure defines Offence to be an act or omission made punishable by any law for the time being in 
force and includes any act in respect of which a complaint may be made under Section 20 of the 
Cattle Trespass Act 1871.
4
 
The Code of Criminal Procedure under Section 320 talks about compounding of an offence. 
Section 320(1) of the Code shows the table of offences for which without the consent of Court 
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offences are compoundable. Section 320(2) of the code shows the table of offences which are 
compoundable with the permission of court. Once the law declares an offence to be non-
compoundable it cannot be compounded even with the consent of the parties and permission of the 
court.
 5
 An offence which law declares to be non compoundable even with the permission of the court 
cannot be compounded at all.
 6
The Supreme Court has allowed compounding of a non compoundable 
offence having regard to the fact of the case the parties being close relatives and had been living 
amicably since then the occurrence took place in 1979.
7
 
 In another case the Apex Court allowed the parties to compound the offence even the offence 
is non compoundable depending on the facts and circumstances of the case.
8
Compounding of an 
offence is permissible only if the offence is covered particularly under the purview of Section 320 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure and the court is guided solitary and squarely by the compromise  
between the parties.  
 In the case of Ishwar Singh V State of Madhya Pradesh
9
 the court said “In our considered 
opinion, it would not be appropriate to order compounding of an  offence not compoundable under 
the Code ignoring and keeping aside statutory provisions. In our judgment, however, limited 
submission of the learned counsel for the appellant deserves consideration that while imposing 
substantive sentence, the factum of compromise between the parties is indeed a relevant circumstance 
which, the Court may keep in mind”. 
In the case of Rajendra Harakchand Bhandari and Others v State of Maharashtra 
10
 the 
court held that offence under Section 307 is not compoundable even when the parties had settled the 
matter compounding of the offence was out of question. Said settlement along with other extenuating 
circumstances was only taken as the ground for reduction of the sentence.  
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Under Section 320(1) there are 39 offences of Indian Penal Code compoundable by the parties 
of the dispute by the mutual consent. Only Indian Penal Code Offences may be compoundable while 
other offences covered under other special law are non compoundable. Offences covered under this 
section such as voluntarily causing hurt
11
 voluntarily causing hurt on grave and sudden provocation
12
 






 Dishonest misappropriation of 
property 
16











 etc. The Offences covered under Section 320(1) is compoundable by the person 
against whom offence is committed. In Section 320(2) there are 13 offences of Indian Penal Code 
may be Compoundable with the permission of the Court where the offence is pending for 
prosecution. It contains offences such are causing miscarriage
22
 voluntarily causing grievous hurt
23
 
committing breach of trust 
24
 etc. 
The offence is compoundable by the person to whom offence is committed or the 
complainant. If the person is minor or an idiot or a lunatic any person competent to contract on his 
behalf may with the permission of the court compound the offences.
25
 If the person is competent to 




Manner of Composition is not prescribed by the code but the parties should give the 
information to the court regarding withdrawal of the case. The composition of an offence under this 
section shall have the effect of an acquittal of the accused against whom the offence has been 
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 The broad principle regarding procedure for compounding of offences is that the 
person who is injured by an offence may abstain from continuing with the prosecution by receiving 
some gratification by the accused.
28
   
In the court said if any person other than the one specified in column 3 compound the offence 
it will not have the effect of acquittal of the accused.
 29
Compounding of offence is permissible at any 
time before the sentence is pronounced by the court but no composition would be allowed without the 
permission of the court.
30
 If the accused is convicted and appeal is pending before the court no 
composition for the offence shall be allowed without the permission of the court to which appeal is to 
be heard. 
31
 At the stage of revision the Court of Session or High Court may allow any person to 
compound any offence. 
32
 After conviction a compromise before the appellate court cannot be 
allowed without the permission of appellate court even though the offence for which the accused has 
been convicted was compoundable.
33
 
No court has power to compound the offence which has not been mentioned under section 
320 of the Cr.P.C.  Only Supreme Court can give the permission to compound the offence not 
mention under Section 320. The Apex Court has directed to trial court to compound the offence of 
attempt to murder under Section 307 of IPC.
 34
  Only the Supreme Court has power to direct 
compounding of non- compoundable offence whereas high Court has no such powers.
 35
 The 
Supreme Court observed that a non compoundable offence can be quashed on the ground of a 
settlement agreement between the offender and victim if the circumstances so warrant.
 36
 
The Apex Court followed the above observation while dealing with a situation where the 
accused was charged for offence punishable under Section 307 of the IPC, which is a non-
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compoundable offence. The parties arrived at a compromise at the stage of recording of evidence. In 
those cases where the conviction is already recorded by the trial court and the matter is at the 
appellate stage before the High Court, mere compromise between the parties would not be a ground 
to accept the same resulting in acquittal of the offender who has already been convicted by the trial 
court. Here charge is proved under Section 307 IPC and conviction is already recorded of a heinous 
crime and, therefore, there is no question of sparing a convict found guilty of such a crime.  
The Apex Court
37
, opined that : 
“It is manifest that simply because an offence is not compoundable under Section 320 IPC is 
by itself no reason for the High Court to refuse exercise of its power under Section 482 Cr.P.C. That 
power can in our opinion be exercised in cases where there is no chance of recording a conviction 
against the accused and the entire exercise of a trial is destined to be an exercise in futility. There is a 
subtle distinction between compounding of offences by the parties before the trial Court or in appeal 
on one hand and the exercise of power by the High Court to quash the prosecution under Section 482 
Cr.P.C. on the other. While a Court trying an accused or hearing an appeal against conviction, may 
not be competent to permit compounding of an offence based on a settlement arrived at between the 
parties in cases where the offences are not compoundable under Section 320, the High Court may 
quash the prosecution even in cases where the offences with which the accused stand charged are 
non-compoundable. The inherent powers of the High Court under Section 482 Cr.P.C. are not for that 
purpose controlled by Section 320 Cr.P.C.” 
 
Conclusion: 
Section 320 of the Code of Criminal Procedure enlists certain types of offences which are 
compoundable by the parties without the permission of court and some types of offences which are 
compoundable with the permission of court. Other offences which are not enlisted under Section 320 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure are not compoundable. The court has no power to compound such 
offences which are not enlisted. Compounding can be done by the victims or his /her legal 
representative. In cases where the accused is habitual offender compounding of offence is not 
permissible. In compounding an offence the accused pay some damages to the victims or injured. The 
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acquittal of accused does not necessarily prevent the occurring of offence. If the court thinks fit the 
compounding of offences is the best way to resolve the case. 
*********************** 
 
 
